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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

m reply to the Office Action mailed March 22. 2007, applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration and allowance. In the Office Action the claims were restricted 
between two gioups and claims 7-18 wer. rejected for anticipation under 35 U.S.C 102(e) 
in r^ly applicants amended claims 1 and 19. Claims 1-20 pending in the subject 

apphcat.on and claimsT-lSaretheelected claims pending in the subject apph 

m the Office Action, the claims were restricted between Group I of claims 1-6 and 
19-20 drawn to a process and Group D of claims 7-18 drawn to an FCC stripping 
apparatus AppHcants respectfully trave^e the restriction t^uirement. Both the p„,cess 
claims and the apparatus claims r^ite a structured packing comprising a plurality of 
corrugated ribbons, each comagated rihbon having at least two bands, faces or tabs angular 

to each other. TlaeDetailed Action onpage2indicates that ..heprocesscanbeconduL 
by usmg a matenally different appamtus for example, a cyclone separator or an 

elect„,static precipitator" Applicants respectfully sub^ 

stnppmghydrocari,ons from particulate material cannot beperformedwithacyclone 
separator or an electrostatic p^ipitaton'-Stripprng-'isapm^^ 

cc^^tmg of solids with stripping g,, ,^,rb gases en^^^ 

sohds mto the stripping gas. cyclone separator, and electrostatic pr«^ 

perfonn a sapping fi^etion. Hence. Applicants respectfully submit that the stripping 

processoftheclaimsinGroupIcam^otbeperformedwithacycloneseparatororT 
elecm>static precipitator. Although apphcants respectfully traverse the restriction 
r^qu^ement, the applicants ^Grm their election to prosecute the clahns of Group U 

Apphcantshaveamendedatypographicale.K,rinthespecification. Please accept 

61 not t^ferred torn the drawings. O^ly reference numeral 61 is refe^ed to in the 
drawmgs. Hence, apphcants respectfuUy submit that no new matter is added by this 
revision to the specification. 

Applicants have amended FIGS. 4. 6. 10 and 12. Revised FIG. 4 omits reference 
nume^..6"and the leadline thereforinthetop right quadrant Of the figu..™^^^^^^ 
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instance of reference numeral "16" was not included in the specification. F7G. 6 has been 
revised to include four instances of reference numeral "54" and lead lines therefor THese 

"bands54"arerefeT,«ltointhedescriptionofFIG.6.e.^..page 13, lineal and pageM 
hne 1. but was not included in the drawing of FIG. 6. No new matter is added because the 
Inference numetals were included in the original specification and reference numeral '•54" 
and lead lines therefor are provided in FIGS. 5-7. Revised FIGS. 10 and 12 have reference 
lette. "A" and "B" revised to be "A " and "B ", respectively, to be consistent with the 
description in the specification of FIGS. lOand 12. "Layer. A' and B" are shown in the 
drawing of FIG. 8 and described in the description of FIGS. 10 and 12 . e.g., page 16 line 
1 and page 17. line 15-16. Hence applicants respectfully submit that no new matter il 
added by ihese revisions to the drawings. 

Applicants have amended claims 1 and 19 in the event that the Examiner 
reconsiders the restriction requirement favorably to applicants. Applicants have amended 
clam. 1 and 1 9 to recite bands and tabs in the alte„.ative to characterize elements in both 
embodm.«.ts of the ribbons that are angular to each other. T^. angulamess of tabs relative 
to each other in the ribbons are disclosed in the description at page 15, lines 15-18 
Applicants respectfully submit that no new matter is added by this amendment. 

Claims 7-I8wererqectedunder35U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 7.179.427 B2 (the "Marchant patent"). IHe DetaUed Action on page 3 
indicates that the baffles (1 00) of the Man^hant patent "have at least two feces angular to 
each other...." In reply to applicants' telephone call message of June 20 2007 the 
Exammer left a voice mail message indicating that what is meant by the quoted' language 

from the Detailed Action is that the facesofthe baffles in the Maxchant patent are angled 
toward each other. Claim 7 recites that "each corrugated ribbon. ..ha[s] at least two feces 
angular to each other." The Marchant patent has baffles m sq,arate rows which are 
angular to each other but not a single baffle in the Ma„:hant patent has two faces angular to 
each other. The baffles in the Marchant patent are planar. Therefore, each baffle if 
consti^ed as a claimed ribbon, does not have two faces angular to each other. Applicants 
respectfially submit that the edges of the baffle should not be construed as feces 
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M<«„v«, i„ u,e same row in .he M.,.han. p.,e„, pa™,,., ^ ...^ no. 

«.gu,ar .o e«=hoftor. Applicant ,e»peo.«.„y ,„bn., Ma,.han,pa«Mdoe, „„, 

d.sclo» Of U» .cciuuions in U,o claims of B,e subjeo, applioaoon. Accordingly 
applicante «sp«»ftUy ,c,u«, rcccnsidemion a«. wiu.<i„„aj of ehe rgccUon fcr' 
^Ci^on of otoim 7 and. for a, leas. d.e aamc „.so™. dainu, 8-1 8 which depcd fio„ 

TT.e soipping apparatus of claimed i„vpna„n ia capable of pcrfomring aa 
we^l as an .deal coun.er-e™ baclcnixed a«ges model. TOa „^l ^ 
d^ded ..o d,sc«e sugea. ll.e gas io .be ca.alya. pbaa. deacending inic a a«ge ia w^ 
n«x^ w,* gas namg ,be previous s«g. C3aa descending ».d rising a stage 
mcludnrg bofl, stripped bydrocarbons and sWpping gas .<,.rf„br«es to a ...ge gas 
compoaitio. Tie gas in the stage wi.h ,he s«ge gas composition *en descetKis with the 

«« w,th the same stage gas composition to *e next higher stage. FIGS. 1-3 in the 
-bject application show the calculate perfonnance for a backmixed-«agea mode, based 

™s^ge,by,hedaahedli„e.P.rfectcoun«r-cnr,en.s..ippingperfcnna„^ 
i«f>>Mented by the straight line in HGS. 1 -3. 

com ^."^T' '"'•'^°™"~°''""'™'«*"««»°'-*eP'««.inv,ntioni. 
compar^i to perfect counter^urren. perfomtance and ideal baclcmixed. seven-stages 

P««mnance at catalyst fluxes „f30,000,«0.000 and 90,000 lbs7il.2/hr. m FIGS 1 3 
stnpptag etiiciency is the fraction of gas sapped from the catalyst, volume of stripptag 
g« fl.. volume Of stripping gas injeced into the test stripper and volume of ,0!^^ 

Paclang 2 refen, to the embodiment shown in f,gS. 8-12, bott, claimed in the subject 
Wbcanon. -Gmtings- refas to the stripping vessel comprising gratings with 
downcomeis disclosed in US 6,680,030 B2. 

mod . M T' ' ' '^'■''^""^ " " * countcr-cuirent 

model at low volume of stripping gas/voluxrae of voids ratio. In FIGS. 1-3. at higher 
volume of stripping gas/volume of voids ratios, Paclcing 2 performs at least as well as the 
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ideaU ^en back-n^ixed stages .odd. FIGS. 1 and 3 shows that Packing , perfonnsjust 
below Packing 2 and better than the gratings with downcomers in all but one exception. 

Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to consider withdrawing the 
restnction requirement and also favorably considering the patentability of p«,cess claims 

-6 and 1 9-20 process of the subject invention, which at least for the same reasons as claim 
7- 1 8, are also patentable over the Merchant patent 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and allowance of all the claims 1-20 
pending in the subjectapplication. Should the Examiner have concerns regarding this 
application, she is invited to contact the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted. 



^es C. Paschall 

Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 36,887 
(847) 391-2355 (phone) 
iCP/sgb (847) 391-2387 (fax) 
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